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“he interim between the departure of the El Jib expedition and the ar- 
rival of the rest of the academic staff gave the Sirestes and his Poni 
ily the opportunity to visit Petrae The Oxtobys were away on a vaca- 
tion trip to Europe and the School was deserted except for the ser- 

vice staff and Director's family. With Miss Diana Kirkbride as our 
expert and guide we made the trip from Jerusalem to Elji in about ten 
hours, By the time we had made our formalities at the police post and 
secured pack asses and horses, the sun was going down and before we 
reached the Siq it was dark, Helen (Mrs. P.) had never been on a 

horse before but managed very well. I had my own diversion trying 

with one hand to belance a brief case loaded with coin (for paying the 
laborers on the dig) and with the other wield a flashlight to light 

the way. The children, being ardent hippophiles, loved every harrow- 
ing minute of the ride. The next day, weikking through the wadi, we 

were convinced that the horses did much better in the dark then we sal 
could have done on foot. We spent two days and nights enjoying the 
beauty of Petra like tourists. We were housed in the large cave next 

oc Nazzal'ts Camp, one of the suite of caves in El Habis assigned by 

che Mordan Department of Antiquities to the "Joint British School of 
Archeology in Jerusalem and American Expedition to Petra." 
































The short visit to Petra whetted my appetite for a longer visit. Ac- 
cordingly, I returned alone a couple of weeks later to observe and 
participate in the excavations being carried on there. This time I 
went alone by train from Amman to Maan. The train trip was a memora- 
Dle experience, but less of a strain than driving across the Wadis 
Mojib and Hasa. To visit and work for a week at Petra was a rewarding 
9xperience. For those who have not seen the place, Lankaster Hard- 
ing's description in his recent book The Antiquities of Jordan is rec- 
ommended. The awesome beauty, both natural and man-made, surpasses 
dascription, and the wonder of the place increases with contemplation 
and investigation. Everywhere are ruins of once magnificent buildings 
and the ground is strewn with pottery fragments. In places one may 
sit on a stone for a few minutes and within arm's reach pick up 4 
socketful of pieces of the exquisitely painted Nabatean ware. Nearly 
avery man, woman, and child of the Bdul, the semi-nomad tribe who in- 
nabit the area, has a handful of coins and a few lamps, juglets, or 
figurines for sale. The wealth of archeological remains here have 
been scarcely touched, despite the work of Libbey and Hoskins, Musil, 
Bfinnow and von Domaszewski, Dalman, Bachman, Watzinger and Weigand, 
<ennedy, Kammere, Robinson, and the Horsfelds. It would take many 
years and a great deal of money to carry out the program of excavation 
aud restoration which the site so richly deserves. The work being 
Jone at present is significant both in its results and in its pointire 
uo the need for further investigation. The following account furnis.-~ 
ed by Peter Parr gives a sort of preliminary report of the first hai: 
of this season's activities: 
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New work, begun this year, includes a trench dug across the presumed 
city wall to the North of Petra, near the Conway High Place. Although 
the depth of deposit was not very great at that point, ruins associ- 
ated with the city wall have provided a certain amount of stratigraph- 


ic evidence for the history of the site and also some interesting de- 
tails of how the city wall was constructed. 


flsewhere a few Nabataean and Roman graves have been opened, both in 
2etra itself and further south in the. Wadi Thughara towards Jebel 
laroun.e. Human remains have been found in some, others were completely 
cobbed out, and none produced grave goods of any great interest. 


the actual work of excavation is being done by the local semi-Bedouin 
tribe, the Bdul. About 30 to 35 of them are employed - almost the 
antire number of suitable men available. The archaeological staff, 
sight persons at the moment, is accommodated in caves (once tombs or 
jwellings) half way up el-Habis, behind Nazzal's Tourist Camp.Beside 
Yr. Hammond, the American group included Mr. James Jeffers of Lycon- 
‘ng College as surveyor, Mr. Gilbert Kennedy of General Theological 


seminary as a site supervisor, and his wife, Caroline, who worked as 
‘ecorder. 


the American group was sponsored, in part, by the American Philosoph- 
ical Society, the Wenner-Grenn Foundation for Anthropoligical Re- 
search, Lycoming College, and some individual patrons. The American 


ichool of Oriental Research also gave some financial support from this 
rear's archeology budget." 


in September 13 I walked through the Wadi Abu ‘Alaigqah (Father of 
veeches) to the newly established camp of Miss Diana Kirkbride at El 
‘eida ca 5 km. north of Petra, near El Barid. In 1956 Miss Kirkbride 
‘pent six months digging at Petra and discovered Palaeolithic remains. 
‘his year at Beida she is continuing the work begun last year when she 
ncovered a Pre-pottery Neolithic building site, The excavated com- 
lex seems to be a large building with small rooms leading off a ce- 
ral corridor and surrounded by a courtyard. Many querns, grinders, 
‘lint and bone implements were found. The Pre-pottery Neolithic B has 
efinite connections with the Jericho Plaster-floor culture (ca.6500- 
500 B.Ce)e Beneath the Neolithic horizon, but separated from it by 2 
eters of sterile sand is a Lower Natufian level with flint implements, 
icroliths, hearths, bones, etce This season Miss Kirkbride's plan is 
o extend the latitude of the excavations to recover the house plans 
ad the layout of a Neolithic village. 


ith Miss Kirkbride I visited El Barid which is very much like Petra 

2 @ smaller scale, with Siq and rock-cut houses and tombs, but not so 
olorful or spectacular. El Barid, rather than Petra, was probably the 
1eck point and toll station for the caravan trade since it commands 
16 route while Petra is somewhat off the route. Several Nabatean in- 
criptions, as well as one very interesting drawing of an ibex, a cam- 
1, and other uncertain figures were visible on the rocks. The system 
f large cisterns, some with a considerable depth of water but most 
ompletely filled with debris and offal, were the most interesting 
Peature of the site. These cisterns, if cleared, would store man 
thousands of gallons of water, sufficient to supply a considerable 
oopulation as in Nabatean times. 
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Das Deutsche Evangelische Institut ftir Altertumswissenschaft des Heil- 
igen Landes concluded seven weeks of activity in Jordan late in Sep- 
tember and departed for a month's tour of Lebanon and Turkey enroute 
to Europe. The party consisted of a dozen scholars led by Prof. A. 
Kuschke of Mainz. For the past few years Prof. Kuschke has led such 
groups on academic excursions to ancient sites and excavations in the 
Near East, visiting museums end studying pottery in the student gall- 
6ries. This year the greater part of the time was spent in Jordan. 
The individual participants undertook special projects and received 
stipends to produce articles for publication in the Zeitschrift des 
Deutschen Pal&stinavereins. Prof, G. Harder of the Kirchliche Hoch- 
sclule, Berlin, made a study of the Herodian castles Kypros ('aqabet 
jabr) and Phasael (khirbet fasa'’il) in the west of the Jordan Valley. 
Prof. G. St&hlin of Mainz devoted himself to problems related to the 
Decapolis and made use of materials from the recent excavations by 
the Jordan Department of Antiquities at Abila (qwelbe) which Dr. A. 
Dajani, Director of Antiquities, Jordan, put at his disposal. 


Prof. L. M. Pakozdy of the Reformierte Akademie Debrecen (Hungary) 
concerned himself with the fortresses of the northern part of the west 
boundary of the Ammonites, while Dr. H. Hentschke of Mttnster continued 
the researches of H. Gese (ZDPV 74, 1958) in the southern section of 
the Ammonites’ western border. 


Prof. R. Rendtorff of the Kirchliche Hochschule, Berlin, reexamined 
the question of the location of Ja‘'zer, 
Prof. Ke He Bernhardt of Rostock was interested in topographical prob- 
lems of northern Moab and proposed new localization for the sites of 
Qeriyyot and Jahaz. 
Pastor Dr. 0. Henke of Hof/Salle reexamined the suggestions of A. Mu- 
sil on the localization of Beth Baal Peor and arrived at a new pro- 
osale 
fe. K. Koch of Hamburg examined the ruins between Beitin and et-Tay- 
yibe with special reference to the problem of the localization of 
Mt, Semaraime 
Dr. Se Schulz of Erlangen was interested in the economic basis of the 
Qumran sect and sought for traces of economic activity of the Qumran 
community in the Bugeta and along the Dead Sea south of Khirbet Qumran. 
Dr. E. Kamler of Mainz, and Mrs. Kamler, worked in the Institute's li- 
brary in the Muristan, cataloging tne accessions of the past two 
yeazms and setting the entire library in order. This library had been 
well looked after in the days of Dalman and Alt, but since the early 
1930's had been virtually abandoned until a few years ago. During the 
troubles of 1948-49 the Muristan was damaged, but has now been re- 
paired end a beautiful lecture hall restored and remodeled. This new 
lecture hall was the scene of a group of three lectures presented 
September 20 as the finale of the Institut's program for this season 
in Jordane 


Father Louis F. Hartman, Annual Professor, and Dr. Allan 0. Whipple, 
Visiting Trustee Lecturer, arrived September 16 and Prof. S, Herbert 
Bess, Annual Fellow, arrived September 26. Dr. Whipple departed Sep- 
tember 29 for a trip to Turkey and Iran to pursue his study of the 
founding of hospitals and medical schools in the Near East in the 
Middle Ages. 
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The Director, Annuel Professor, and Fellow made a brief visit Oc- 
tober 3 to the excavations being carried on by Pere R. de Vaux of 
the Ecole Biblique at Tell el Far'tah. Pere deVaux himself showed us 
around and explained some of the intriguing results of this season's 
dig. Unfortunately, we may not get another chance for a longer 


visit, since Pere de Vaux will end this season's work shortly and 
depart for a lecture tour, 


The annual tea marking the beginning of the School's 59th year was 
held in the garden the afternoon of Oct. 5. ‘We had an attendance 
of 205 guests. Ths turnout was a tribute to the School and to 
Omar's culinary art which is also famous in Jerusalem. The guests 
were as interesting a group as could be assembled anywhere. The 
whole affair appeared to be eminently successful. 


Now that the School year is formally launched, our first assignment 
is to prepare and brief ourselves for the annual field trip in Syria 


and Lebanon, to take place, inshallah, Oct. 12-31. Of this we shall 
report in the next letter. 





Marvin H. Pope, Director 


Jerusalem School 





